Galen on pharmacology
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Galen of Pergamum (120 BCE — 216(2) A.D.) is one of the most important medical writers of the
Roman imperial period and is the greatest physician of antiquity after Hippocrates. He was prolific and
dealt with all medical fields of bis era. Besides a charismatic doctor, Galen also contributed significantly
to the development of Pharmacology.

His pbarmacological treatises are distinguished divided into three main groups. The first group includes
the treatise “On the Powers and Mixtures of Simple Drugs” which studies the simple medicines. In
the second group are the treatises “On the Composition of Drugs according to Places” and "On the
Composition of Drugs according to Kind"; there be develops the compound drugs. In the third one be
refers to the action of poisons and their antidotes. He focuses in the mithridatium and to an advanced
type of it the theriac. Galen's treatises on this topic are: “On antidotes” and “On Theriac to Piso”.
Using logic and bis medical expertize Galen classifies the berbs and other organic or inorganic substances
with pharmaceutical properties. He expressed brilliant views on drugs and their action mechanism in the
human body. He tried to determine the degree of the power of each drug through bis famous theory of
pbarmacological degrees. This perception dominated in the western medical tradition until the middle of
the 19th century, more than awy other part of bis doctrines in medicine.
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To ®appakoroyikd €pyo tou
TaAnvou

A. Kovtpovumnag'

O Tadmvés s [Teppdpov (129 p.X.-210; p.X.) anotedei n onpavtixérepn 1atpici gocroprwpia tns
papaikis avtowparopikis mepiddov kai sivar o pepalitepos 1atpds tns apyardtnias, perd tov Inmowpd-
. Ymip&e molvppagératos, kadas aoyodidnke pe o oovolo Twr 1atpikv Topgwr Ths enoyrs Tov.
Ewtds and yapioparinds pratpds, o [aAnvds suvéBale onpavtind orne avdnroén s papuaxolopias.
Or pappaxodopicés mpappareies tov Stawpivovtar oe Tpeis wbpies depatixés evdtntes. H npadtn evdrnra
nepidapBaver v npapuareia Iepl kKpdoews xal Svvduews T@V dTA@YV Ppapudxwy, Kar ot
avth evtdeoovtar ta andd gdpuaxa. H Sebrepn evdtnta nepidapBdver ta éppa Tepi ovvOéoewc
Papudxwv tov katd tomove kai [lept ovvOésews papudkwy TV katd yévn kar eéetdle
ta obvdeta pappaxa. H tpitn evétnta avagpéperar otn Spdon twv Sndntnpicor war twv avtidérawr
avteow, pe emuépovs e&étaon tov pidpidareiov war s elehppéons oo popgiis, tns IMprawiis: n mpay-
udrevan tovs pivetar ota éppa Ilept dvtidotwv kat Ilpog Iicwva mtepi tne Onpraknc.
2ripie ta Jepéhia twv Jewpriceadr Tov ota eumeipikd deSopéva war 8id tms Aopiciis a&iomoimae wan
ovotnparonoinae ta Bétava kar t1s Aormés oppavinés war avdpyaves Vles pe papparevtinés 181drnres. H
Oepedicdrdns apyis mov Siémer n palnvicii Dapparoloyia eivar 6t n neipa péoa and svvropovs coAdo-
PIGH0Bs eivar avti mov mpoaSiopilet T1s Sovduers war dpa T1s 1KavSTHTES TP Pappdian.

Aiatbniwoe Todunpés andpers pia ta pdppaxa war ™ Spdon Tovs otor avdpamvo opyavioud. [lpoond-
Onae va npoadiopicer To uépedos s Spactikétntas wdde papuduov péow tns mepigpmuns Jecwpias Twv
papparolopiccov Baducow. Mia avtiAmpn n onoia wopidpynce uéypt ta péoa tov 1900 ar. p.X., dndadn
nmep1o66Tepo and onotadnnote dAAo tuipua s 1atpucis tov 8idacwalias.

AE€ei1g eupeTnpiou: lotopia Pappakoloyiag, MaAnvog tng Mepydpou
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