Pulp vitality tests. Reliability and
limitations
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Pulp vitality tests provide important information about the state of the examined tooth's pulp. They
are divided into two basic categories: Those which evaluate nerve fibers of the pulp (thermal pulp
tests, electric pulp test, test cavity ) and those which evaluate the blood circulation of the pulp (Laser
Doppler Flowmetry tecbnique). Values that result from the examination of the tooth bave to be
compared with those that result from the examination of the corresponding tooth in the opposite
quadrant, which pulp has to be bealthy. The application of every of these pulp vitality tests has
advantages, drawbacks, indications and contraindications. Every technique’s reliability is affected
by many factors. In every case, LDF technique presents more reliable results than thermal and
electric pulp tests. In cases of recently traumatized teeth and permanent teeth with open apex the
LDF technique is maybe the only reliable technique. However, thermal and electric pulp tests are
much more simply and useful and they are the tests that are applied every day in clinical action. If
the results of the above tests are rightly correlated with those from medical and dental history, the
extraoral, intraoral and radiographic examination and patient’s complaints then these tests are able

to lead to the right diagnosis.
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Aoxkipaoieg zoukdmntag tov noAPou.
A&iomotia ka1 nepiopiopoi

X. ®nnarog, I. ToatoovAng?, E. Kovrakiwtng?

O Sourpacies oticérnras modgov Sivovv anpavtixés mAnpogopies pia Ty wardoraon tov modgod tov
e€etalbpuevo Sovtiod. Xawpilovrar o 8o Bacikés warnpopies. X avtés mov aiodopody tov vevpikd 1676
T00 MoAgrov (Sowipacia oto yhuypd, Sowpaaia avo depud, ndewrpici Sowpacia, Sidvorén worAdrnras) war
6’ avtés mov alodopovy T ampatii kowdogopia Tov modgod (teyvixii Laser Doppler Flowmetry ). O
Tipés oo mpobmTovy and e e&étaon Tov SovTiod MpémEr va GLPKPIOPTAI HE AVTES TIOV TIPOKVTITOVY
ané v eééraon avtiororyov Sovtiob Tov dAdov nutpopiov, To omoio mpéner va Géper v modgd (§évmi-
udpropas). H epappopn wdde pids and n1s Soxipaaies {oridtnras napovcidler mAeoveriipara, petove-
ktipara, evdeilers war avrerdeilers. H abomotia twv anotedeopdraw tns wdde teyvicis ennpedetar and
noddovs mapdapovres. H LDF teyvicii mapovaidler oe wdlde mepintwon mo a&idmora anoredéopara and
1s Jeppicés Sourpacies war Ty nAewtpicn Sowipacia. e mpdapata tpavpatiopéva Sévtia, kadws kar oe
86évtia pe adidndacro awpoppiio, n LDF teyvicn amotelel iows tn uévn a&iémorn Sowipacia. (dordao,
n Sowpacia oo thoypd, n Sowipacia oro Jepud war n ndewrpucii Sowspacia ivar mods mo edypnotes kar
amotedody t1s Sowspacies mov ypnotponotobrtal kadmuepiwd otny whwici mpaln. Edv ta anoteAéopara
v Sowipacicov avtadv Sractavpwdody cwotd pe tis mAnpogopies mov mpowdTTOLY ATS TO 1GTOPIKS,
Tov kMiwiKd kar axtivoppagié éAepyo, kadws kar Ta voketpevikd copnTpata Tov acderods, TéTe o1

Sowwpacies avtés eivar ae Géon va oSnyricoov otn cwoth Sidyvawon.
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