Dentists in Antiquity

D. Koutroumpas'

No doubt, the beginning of contemporary western dental tradition lies in Ancient Greece and the ancient
Greek medical literature. Though the tight bonds existed between dentistry and medicine and this would

imply that dentistry would be practiced by medical practitioners, despite this we detect the emerging of
dental practitioners. Repeatedly in Greek as well as Latin literature there are quotations to 0dovtikovg
tatoovg and dentales medicos, that is doctors who were assigned with the bealing of the diseases of the
oral cavity as those described in Galen's treatise “On the composition of drugs according to places” or
Dioscorides’ spurious treatise “Omn simple drugs” .

The prerequisites were fulfilled for specialists practicing dentistry. Since the era of Hippocrates (5th
century BC) till Galen of Pergamum (2nd century AD) we identify 27 important medical personalities
who contributed to the construction of ancient Greek dental teaching. At the same time, during the roman
imperial era we detect a large number of words related to dental and oral situations. This fact reveals
that ancient Greek dentistry bad evolved into a greater extent than the Latin resulting in a specialized
terminology.

Along with the presence of dentist in the ancient world the existence of preliminary dental offices is veri-
fied. Such an example is the excavation of a roman taberna at the temple of Dioscuri in Rome. There are
evidences that dental were taking place in such tabernae.
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Obovtiarpor omv Apxaidmra

A. Kovtpovumnag'

Avavtippnta, w anapyi s copyporns Sotikris odovtiatpiis napddoans evtomilerar orny Apyaia EA-
Adba war otne apyaia eAAnvicii 1atpici ppappateia. (dotdeo, napd ton ogiyté evapxatioud s Odo-
vriatpicnis pe e latpuch, émov da vivav avaperduevo n downon s mpaTns va anotedel mpovduto
anowleioTind Twv 1atpcdv, evtodrols mapatnpeital n epgdvion Twv mpwTwr odovtidipwr. Emaveidny-
uéva otne eAdmonci aldd war otn Aatwui ppappateia pivetar avagopd ce 0dovTiOUS IATEOVS KAt
dentales medicos, dndadn 1atpovs o1 omofor Hitav emgopTiouévor pe THY iaon T POGWY THS CTOPATIKHS
ko1AdThTas, dnws avtés mepippdgpovtar Ge 1atpikés mpapuareies onws To éppo Tlegt cLVOETEWS Pag-
Hdkwv TV katd 1éTovg Tov [adnpod s [eppdpov 1 1o védo épyo Tov Aroorovpidn TTegl &A@V
daopdrwv.

Or npoimodéoers pra tn Spdon oSovtidtpwv ntav enapkeis. And to emoyi tov Inmopdrn (50s ar. m.X.)
¢ws war tov [adnvd tns [Teppdpov (20s ar. p.X.) evromidortar 27 oGnuavTIKEs 1aTPIKES MPOGWMKSTHTES
o1 orofor covéBalav atn cupipdtnon tns apyaias eAmvicis oSovtiatpicis idacwalias. Emmpéodera,
katd T pwpaih avtopatopiki mepiodo evtomiletar évas pepdlos apiduds Anppdrav pia odovrosropa-
tolopid (ntiipata, pepords to omofo pavepaver 6t n apyaia eAdnvicii Oovtiatpuci, oe avtideon pe
™ Aaviwnci, eiye e€ehiyOei aperd dare va Siadérer elarbiceopévo Ae&iddpro.

[apddAnda pe wwv mapovsia oSovtidtpewr arov Apyaio Kéopo, BeBatcowerar n vmap&n mpidiper odo-
vuiatpeiov. [apdSeippa anotelei n avaxdoyn popains taberna oto Nad twv Aidowovpewr orn Paoyn

émov AduBavav yadpa oSovriatpikés npaers.
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Odovrootopartoloyikr Mpdodog 2016, 70 (3): 486-501

1. loTtoplkog Twv Emotnuwy, Alddktwp latpikig ZxoAng EBvikou kat KamodiotplakoU Mavemotnpiou
ABnvwv, Metadidaktoptkdg Epsuvntig Odovtiatpikig EKMA.

Metantuxiako Mpdypappa, Odovtiatpikn ZxoAn EBvikou kat Kamodiotplakou Mavemotnpiou ABnvwy,
OnBwv 2, Moudn, 115 27 AbRva

OAONTOZTOMATOAOTrIKH NMPOOAOZ 70 (3) 2016 487




